NEWSLETTER
November 17th 2021 - Week 7 Term 4
Whole School dates to remember:
Dec 8th - Flagstaff Campus Celebration Night
Dec 9th - Tambo Campus Celebration Night
Tambo Campus Dates to Remember
Nov 24th - Year 6 to 7 Information evening
Dec 1st - Year 11 finish
Dec 3rd - Year 10 finish
Dec 6th-8th - Year 8/9 camp to Summit

Dec 14th - School Council
Dec 14th - Pupil Free Day
Flagstaff Campus Dates to Remember
Nov 24-26th - Year 3/4 Camp to Beechworth

Principal’s Message
Friends, associates and other people
As little kids grow to be big ones, then to be young adults, they need to develop many skills. Sometimes those skills are
academic, sometimes they are social. One of the more complex is working out the nature of relationships with people
and what that really means.
In our community this is even more complex as we are much more familiar and aware of one another, hence the title for
this piece of writing. For some young adults as they are working out their place in the world they are sometimes confused about some simple definitions.
Our school dictionary defines friend as someone you know well and like.
People who are friends talk to each other and spend time together. The significant challenge when you do have a friend
is you have to maintain that friendship. What you do, how you talk about your friend, what you may end up doing to
protect that friend, how you care for them and most importantly how you share the joy of the friendship all matter.
Knowing a person is a friend not a possession that is yours to exclusively have to yourself is important understanding to
gain.
The category that can create some confusion is the group known as associates. This may be a poor name but it does
clearly identify people who you know and you have an association with. They may be your coach, doctor, teacher or psychologist. You have an association with them based on a defined relationship that has them as a source of influence in
your life. The relationship is not about friendship but is more transactional.
Other people is another group that does sound very vague because it is required to be so. These are people that do not
fit either category. They may be people that you were friends with but your friendship ended because they are not
fitting that category anymore. They may be people who have a reputation that allows you to make a decision about not
having them in either of your two categories above.
The reality is as people mature and manage more elements of their lives they need to be able to distinguish between
these groups of people and decide how they will interact with others for their own wellbeing. This is a complex skill to
learn but is a necessary one.
The reality is this is extremely difficult in the real world. When we move to the cyber world it becomes even more complex. The reality when we talk in person to another person we can see who they are, look at the body language, and determine for ourselves what is being said and how believable it is. When we go to a screen and get to share words only
this becomes nearly an impossible task. To help students with this complexity we will be looking to engage with some
external facilitators in the coming weeks to advise students on how to manage their use of social media and all of what
that involves.
If as a parent you are interested in a session being run for parents, please contact the office so I can respond if there is
demand for that.
Robert Boucher

Year 9 Problem Solving Activity
Pictured below are the Year 9 students working on their problem-solving skills as part of their Term 4 Personal Development class.
In this activity, the students had to work as a team and develop a solution as to how to untie the group knot without
letting go of each other’s hands. To unravel the knot, students needed to apply practical communication skills to solve
the problem. All students demonstrated the desirable aspects of teamwork and agreed that the challenge was more
complicated than first imagined!

Swifts Creek Football Netball Club Inc.
PO Box 100, Swifts Creek VIC 3896 | Cassilis Rd, Swifts
Creek|
Email: swiftscreekfnc@hotmail.com

Annual General Meeting
Thursday 25th November, 2021
7.30pm
Swifts Creek FNC Clubhouse

Vacancies requiring nominations
(All positions will be made vacant)
President, Vice President, Junior Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
2 x ODFNL Delegates (Football and Netball)
Canteen Manager, Bar Manager, Social Co-ordinator, Sponsorship Co-ordinator
Executive positions will be elected at the AGM.

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME
Please forward any nominations to the club contact below.
General Committee Meeting will follow the AGM.
CONTACT:
Neil Crabtree – President
Phone: 5159 4498

Last week the Life Ed van visited school, along
with Harold the Giraffe. The students learnt about
how to read a medicine bottle, dosages and general safety about medication.

Years Prep - 4 made poppies for Remembrance
Day then created a wreath to lay at the Shrine in
Swifts Creek.

