NEWSLETTER
October 20th 2021 - Week 3 Term 4
Whole School dates to remember:

Friday October 22nd - ALL YEARS ONSITE FULL TIME
Nov 1st - Pupil Free Day
Nov 2nd - Melbourne Cup public Holiday

Tambo Campus Dates to Remember
Oct 21/22nd - Year 10 onsite
Oct 27th - Year 12 VCE Exams begin– English

Flagstaff Campus Dates to Remember
Oct 21/22nd - Years 5/6 onsite
Oct 22nd - Book Club due
Nov 24-26th - Year 3/4 Camp - COVID permitting

Principal’s Message
Great news - as we are all aware, with the high level of vaccinations across the state of Victoria we are able to have a
change to have all students back on site with us this Friday. This will coincide with the last day for our Year 12 VCE students before they commence their exams next Wednesday. The complexity of the constant changes will hopefully start
reducing as we have less needs for lock downs and more operations as normal.
Students will learn best when they are in class and completing the learning tasks that teachers are asking of them. For
some students this is a difficult process at the moment. However, the value of gaining a quality education cannot be understated. Students have the chance to shape their destiny in life be the multiple daily actions they choose to take. As I
have said many times before, the more you learn, the more you know. This gives you the greatest choice in life and if
you have choices it usually equates to having high levels of happiness. Ideally we should all have a happy life.
At School Council last night it was noted with a great deal of pride the high level of engagement from parents with this
period of remote and flexible learning that is coming to an end. This commitment of supportive behaviour by so many of
our parents is really pleasing. It has ensured that the learning growth has continued for those children.
The government has announced that the Tutor Learning Initiative will continue to be funded in 2022. This will help all
students on their learning journey. For those who did not progress as we would have expected during the disruption to
onsite learning we will be able to continue to provide additional support to assist them to improve their learning outcomes.
The Term 4 calendar was also discussed at School Council last night. Given the uncertainty that COVID has created and
our past experiences of the weather impacting on our Celebration Night we will be moving our Celebration Night this
year to the second last week of the year, on the Thursday night (December 9) with the last Thursday of term as the
backup date. At this stage with the current school Operations Guide we would not be able to hold our traditional event
in the hall. However we were optimistic that with the road map to recovery we may be in a position to host this event as
normal. We will plan on that, but also plan for an alternative celebration will be aligned with the current restriction from
the Department of Health if needed. We are also aiming to be able to hold some events that were postponed, such as
the Year 8s and 9 camp. This may now be possible in December.
Term 4 is a very busy one and full of changes, even more so this year. One piece of work usually well and truly underway
by now is our transition program. Currently the DET Operation Guide is not permitting this work to be undertaken.
Hopefully when the Guide is revised in the near future we will see a change with this and we will get this work underway
so we can welcome our Year 7 of 2022 and the Prep class of 2022, and set all of our other year levels up to successfully
progress to the next stage of their learning journey.
Robert Boucher

Wanted
Does anyone have some of the following magazines at home they no longer want?
•
Horse magazines
•
4 x4 wheel drive magazines
•
Motorbike magazines
•
Hunting magazines
•
Boating magazines
If you do, please send them to Flagstaff campus.

I have made the decision to make a difference by cutting and donating my hair to be made into a wig for someone who
has lost their hair due to a medical condition. Please help me and raise funds for Variety.
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhairwithheart.variety.org.au%2Fs%2F5782%
2F5782%2Fe&amp;data=04%7C01%7Camanda.pendergast%40education.vic.gov.au%
7C78c05d20c16f445efe5008d99355defc%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637702819472082575%
7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%
7C3000&amp;sdata=IZDROyMpRsfRMM1UTdSxgJ7Q0Bq3JJVGM8H0c%2F7%2BsUs%3D&amp;reserved=0
Wigs cost families up to $6,000, lasting 1-2 years, meaning families can spend tens of thousands of dollars on the purchase
of wigs throughout a child’s youth.
By making a donation to Variety - the Children's Charity, you can help provide a wig or other vital equipment to a child in
need.
Thank you for helping kids in need.

Saturday October 23rd
5pm onwards
Kicking off with:
•
Under 12 Netball
•
17 & Under Netball
•
Junior Football
•
B Grade Netball
•
A Grade Netball
•
Senior Football
Approximately 10-15 minutes each grade.
https://signin.webex.com/join

Meeting number : 265 364 57885
Meeting password: OmeoBenambraFNC

COVID-19 vaccine Fact Sheet
What is the COVID-19 vaccine?
The Australian Government wrote this fact sheet. When you see the word ‘we’, it means the Australian Government.
We wrote this fact sheet in an easy to read way.
You can ask for help to read this fact sheet. A friend, family member or support person may be able to help you.
What is the COVID-19 vaccine?
A vaccine is a type of medicine that:
•
helps people fight a virus if they come in contact with it
•
can stop people from getting very sick from the virus.
The COVID-19 vaccine teaches your body how to fight COVID-19.
Vaccines can take a long time to make.
Vaccines must be tested many times to make sure they are safe.

Is the COVID-19 vaccine safe?
Scientists around the world have made different COVID-19 vaccines.
In Australia, the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) approves all vaccines before they can be used.
The TGA is a group of independent medical experts.
This means they make their own decisions using the scientific information they have.
The TGA makes sure the medicines we use in Australia work well.
The TGA only approves vaccines that:
•

are safe

•

work well.
After they approve a vaccine, the TGA:
•

keeps a list of the vaccines they approve

•

keeps track of the way the vaccine is working in the community.
This includes how:
•

well the vaccine works

•

safe the vaccine is.
The TGA has already approved 3 COVID-19 vaccines in Australia.
They are called the:
•

AstraZeneca vaccine

•

Pfizer vaccine – it is also known as the Comirnaty vaccine.

•

Moderna vaccine

Things to know about the vaccines
The AstraZeneca and Pfizer vaccines do not have any COVID-19 in them.
This means these vaccines can’t give you COVID-19.
Some people might still get COVID-19 after their vaccination.
This means everyone still needs to help stop the spread of COVID-19.
The COVID-19 vaccines do not have any tiny technology in them, such as:
•
software
•
microchips.
Having a COVID-19 vaccine does not mean you will be tracked.
The COVID-19 vaccine will not make you infertile.
The COVID-19 vaccines will not change your DNA.
Your DNA is special information about you that is in every cell in your body.

JOIN MR AND MRS BARKER FOR A SOCIAL RIDE TO ‘FIGHT KIDS’ CANCER!’
WHEN: SUNDAY 24th OCTOBER
Meeting at 10:30am at the Albion Hotel in Swifts Creek.
ROUTE: We will ride together at a leisurely pace on the back roads to Ensay and then return for a delicious lunch at the
Albion Hotel.
15km option: Ride the Swifts Creek East Rd and back! Approx. 1 hour
45km option: Ride the whole way to Ensay and back! Approx. 3hrs
Bring your own bike, helmet, plenty of water and comfy active wear!
Rain, hail or shine join us for a social ride this Sunday!

Depending on Victoria COVID roadmap

If you intend to take part in the ODH Halloween event at Cassilis
Cemetery you MUST collect a Consent form from the Tambo office,
and return it completed and signed, for us to pass on to Tiffany from
ODH.

